~ Scrutinizing Separate Section

“1"own NI7yNa NWNO

\ g prrenl.

|
/NUMBERS PARASHAS BEHA’ALOSCHA 10/31—-1/1 — _ .

35-36. The new “*book”" of the Torah. Verses 35 and 36 are
to my land and my family shall I go.” > He said, “Please do not forsake us, inasmuch as you o s s the rest of the Torah by means of Invertec
Know our encampments in the Wilderness, and you have been as eyes for us. 3 And it shall be r:ste ;ﬁ}:’;’;ai;ﬁi:“{‘;ﬁ‘,f;i‘j;;;ﬁi‘;’: ‘j’;;;‘;i“;ff,g':‘nf,'}:
that if you come with us, then with the goodness with which HasHem will benefit us, we will do logically seem to belorig in the narrative of the tribal forma
good to you. d ; :ons of chapter 2 (Shabbos 116a). The passage was place

13 They jouneyed from th M ; : " ere so that the Torah would not record three Jewish sins i

Y J yed fi ; the Mountain of HASHEM a three fiay distance, and the Ark of the A Succession (Rashi). The first sin was the manner in whicl
.covenant of HASHEM journeyed before them a three-day distance to search out for them a ey Teft Sinal tes to vs. 33.34), The oth :

resting place. 3* The cloud of HASHEM was over them by day when they journeyed from the be‘zwe_ i (e i o vm. 25:34). THC ISR SR IR

camp. Since these two verses are set off from the rest of th

# Torah, the Talmud (Shabbos 115b-1 16a) speaks of them as

35 When the Ark would journey, Moses said, “Arise, HASHEM, and let Your foes be scallered, AR
let those who hate You flee from before You. " 36 And when it rested, he would say, “Reside senarme reiciatii thedt hes s Tessage of K5 o
tranquilly, O, HASHEM, among the myriad thousands of Israel.”

lThe people took to seeking complaints; it was evil in the ears of HAsHEM, and HASHEM heard 7:;|-|n_ ) - L‘
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We refer to the Torah as Chumash (literally five) because it has five
sefarim in it. However, Chazal® point out that there are really seven se-
farim of Torah because the two pesukim of Y013 "1 form a complete sefer
Torah of their own, breaking Bamidbar into three sefarim. Up until yojz "M " )
is sefer number four, Y012 "7 is the fifth, and the rest of Bamidbar is the o
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sixth — making Devarim the seventh sefer in the Torah.
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We may thus conciua‘e that the essence of a man's existence
in this world is only to fulfill the mitzvos, to serve G-d, and
to withstand trials. Partaking of the pleasures of the world is
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206 for example, the Baal Shem Tov taught that when the trillions and tril-

lions of leaves drop from the trees in autumn, there is a precise hashgachah

e

f:,,g?,.i 5 regarding each individual leaf — where it should land, and even in which

N W, direction it should point, to the north or south. Every point of our lives

F“lé & 1’ﬁreciselx choreographed, which spot on the pavement our shoe should
Rl Ggﬁn pound-as we make our way, which apple we should choose, etc. etc.

~ 'Thus, we go about our business, our vision limited so that we have no
cjue how much we are accomplishing.

Based on this teaching, the Baal Shem Tov interpreted the pasuk: ol
¥Or 19771 13D 123 YYD — “From Hashem are set the footsteps of a man,
and he wants his way.”

A business man goes to Chicago because he wants to make money;
a bachur sets off to the Catskills for a rejuvenating summer; a family to
Switzerland on vacation. They want to go on their path; they are each at-

tracted to their journey for their own purposes — Y21 9771

> Little do they know that way before they even began planning,
Hashem had already determined where they must go — 1331 133 TPYD ‘N1,

The business trip, sleepaway camp, vacation resort — tlEat is the bait.
The businessman must travel to Chicago because there’s a soul waiting

for hundreds or thousands of years in a certain well from which the hotel
he will stay in draws water. The businessman thinks he’s going to make
money, but he’s really going because Hashem wants him to make a brachal

of Shehakol on that cup of water. Similarly, there are many reasons for the

vacationers to make their trip.!?
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Evéry Individual Has
His Own Point of Challenge

OVER THE COURSE of our lives, we constantly encounter spiri-

tual tests. Over and-over again, we face situations in which

our personal desires clash with Hashem's will, and we a@)

{_obligated to overcome our inclination and do the will of our
Creator. Here, oo, every ifdividual has his own point of chal-,

lenge. One person may have difficulty in an area that poses
no challenge at all to the next person. The problem is that we
tend to measure ourselves in comparison to others. A person
may become dispirited when he sees how much he struggles
in a particular area, while everyone else seems to be doing

gwhat is required of him with great ease. He feels inferior when

compared to others. But the truth is that Hashem has special

iachas from us precisely in the area where we struggle. This
is the place that Hashem chose and designated especially for
us in which to reveal His glory in the world. ~

b T ]

The same is true of shemiras halashon, guarding our speech.
For some people, this matter presents almost no challenge.
They simply don't feel the need to talk about others, and they

cannot always understand those who find it so hard to rein in
their tongues and refrain from speaking lashon hara. But there
are a pronounced number of good, upstanding Jews who do
have trouble in this area. Some people simply cannot tolerate

injustice, or behavior that runs counter to halachah, and they
feel compelled to censure wrongdoers and vehemently de-
nounce their unacceptable behavior. The underlying root of
their tirades is a genuine concern for the spiritual state of Am
Yisrael. Nevertheless, these passionate feelings do not give any-
ong license to blacken the name of another Jew, a beloved son
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Speaking derogatorily about others is
a serious transgression that causes more damage than anything
else (with the exception of certain cases in which derogatory
speech has a clearly constructive benefit, in accordance to the
conditions stipulated in sefer Chafetz Chaim).

H A Jew with this type of personality will find it very hard
to refrain from speaking lashon hara. He feels a burning need
to speak up, to protest wrongdoing, to condemn injustice
and those who perpetrate it. He must wage a constant battle.

Sometimes, he loses the battle-and violates the prohibition %

of lashon hara; the next time, he prevails. The third time. he
again lets a forbidden word escape his lips; and the fourth and/
fifth time, he manages to restrain himself...

¢ With every such victory, he should give himself a pat on the
back and say to Hakadosh Baruch Hu with genuine gratifica-
tion: “Look, Ribbono shel Olam, I did it! I kept myself from ,
speaking lashon hara! Thank You, Hashem!” But he is almost
incapable of saying this. He feels so distant, so lowly. He is ac-
quainted with many people who see only the good in their fel-
low Jews and think only positive thoughts about others. They
would never utter a bad word, and some of them are even ac-
tive in reinforcing the mitzvah of shemiras halashon among
others. He feels so far from that ideal, so inferior in comparison.
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" Which parashah was designated as the break between the trou- '

bles of Klal Yisrael? The parashah of the Aron. The Aron, which rep-
resents koach haTorah, is what gave and continues to give chizuk
in every difficult situation we face. The pasuk (above) speaks of

war and also of peace: 'n nPVY M N, and when it rested

he

would say, “Reside tranquilly, Hashem.” In_good times and bad

we look to the Torah for guidance, for protection, and for support.

The Gemara (Berachos 4b) says that nun stands for nefilah —

downfall; a nun signifies falling from one's spiritual level, .and the

koach haTorah.
Rabbi Nosson Muller, a close talmid of the Rebbe recalls:

.\dligped-over nun signifies overturning and correcting the nefilah.
‘How does one reverse a downfall he may experience? Only with

I was once walking with the Rebbe when he began recalling one
of the most difficult days of his life. Years earlier the Rebbe had a
baby son, Yitzchak Zelig, who was not developing properly. One
afternoon, returning from yeshivah, the Rebbe got a call from the
doctor, who told the shocked parents that their son would never
be a functioning member of society — he was severely mentally

( handicapped.
~ “Icouldn’t go to night'seder,” the Rebbe told me. “My mind wasn'l

there; | was emotionally and physically worn out.

“Bul | decided I had to go — I couldn’t not goli wasn't sure how
| would do it, but I went anyway. When I finished learning with

my chavrusa I knew | had done the right thing. .oywy¥ 707N "2

(Tehillim 119:92), ‘Had Your Torah not been my preoccupation,

7

¢ Would have perished in my affliction.” The only way to overcom

)

hardships is with the Torah.”
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' g “he Gemara (Kesubos 111b) records R’ Yochanan's statement
that “A person who displays the whiteness of his tecth to his

friend is better than one who gives him milk to drink, as it says: 12"
a%mn oy, af;ld=!v’rﬁ(t’dtJti‘t’TF{jﬂ’Om milk (Bereishis 49:12). Do not prﬁ—
nounce it leven shinayine(white-toothed) but rather libun shinayin
(a whitening of the teeth).” In a sifilar vein, the Maharal writes
C(Yevamas 62b) that when a person treats his frie

nd with respect, he

understand why the students of Rabbi Akiva had to die just because
they did not accord honor to one another. Since they deprived their
friends of life by not according them honor, they were punished,
measure for measure, with the loss of their own lives.

ith this idea we can understand the Vilna Gaon’s remarkable
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statement (Berachos 28b) that honoring others consti i
) tha g s constitutes the priy vy gypr ,nnoh nomn TWN DIPI KPNT OKD. 0,3 19y

mary fulfillment of the obligation of gemilus chassadim {performing
acts of kindness). This should be a major catalyst for us to work on
this area , for it means we have a golden opportunity for chessed at all

times, in every circumstance, without even any physical exertion or
monetary investment.

3Y Honoring Every Individual
L% /e need to accord honor to every person, as our Sages teach
(Avos 1:15):ms ana 1203 DTN Y2 NN YA M0, and receive
every person with a pleasant face. The Rambam explains that this
means we should deal with others calmly, with pleasant words. Just
as we instinctively accord great honor to distinguished individuals

v
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s“nnd are carcful to listen attentively to what they say and not to inter-
rupt them, we should accustom ourselves to treating every person
that way, regardless of their age or stature.
~ Another way to accord honor to people is by addressinig them, at
east sometimes, with an honorable title such as “Reb so-and-so,”
«©r to stand up in their honor. But the nature of honor is that it 1s
highly individual, and what constitutes honor for one person might
be construed as an insult by another person. Therefore, we must
exercise judgment anddiscretion in deciding what is the best way to
honor cach person we encounter.
©The honor we accord others should not be merely a superficial
display; we have to instill in our hearts truc respect for everv person
by contemplating their importance. To this end, we must rememn-
ber Chazal's words (Avos 3:14): “Man is beloved, for he was created

in Hashem's image. Hashem showed man even greater love because
He made it known to him that he was created in His image, as itis
stated (Bereishis 9:6), DIND DR NRY 7N ﬁ‘?;gz;l 13, because He miade
wan in the image of G-d. The Jewish people are beloved for they -.m)
called the children of Hashem. Hashem showed them even greater’
love because He made it known to them that they are called the chil-
dren of Hashem, as it is stated (Devarim 14:1), D27Fon n% onr ong,
you are the childven of Hashem, your G-d.” Elsewhere in Pirkei Avos,
Chazal urge us to judge cvery person favorably (1:6), and not to
judge our friend until we reach his place (2:4). This theans that we
need to recognize the importance of every person and view cach
individual in a positive light. We dare not dismiss any person as
unworthy.

The Ramban, in lggeres HaRamban, offers invaluable advice in
this regard when he says that you should consider cvery person
you encounter to be greater than vourself, If the person_is wiser
“or wealthier_than you, he explains, you are certainly obligated to
Tonor bim. and if he is poorer or less learned than you, vou should
tell yourself that he'is less culpable than you are, for his sins arc con-
sidered unintentional while yours are considered intentional. This
i¢ the wav a humble person thinks.

"
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mi obligation to honor others is (0 show affection to
our friends, for human nature is such that a person feels that if his
fricnds Jove him. that means he is a good and important person. T
heard from Rav Danicl Kalish that this idea is alfuded to i Hillel's
staterpent (Avos 1:12): “Be from among the students of Aharon,
who was a lover of peace and a pursuer of peace, who loved people
and brought them closer to the Torah.” He explains that each per-
son who felt Aharon's love reasoned to himself, If Aharon loves me,
then I must_be a very important persoft — and he naturally began tc
ehave in accordance with that new view of himself. That was how
Aharon managed to bring people closer to the Torah.

- We should make a, peint of remembering what is going on ir
the lives of our friends and asking them abour it, as this shows thal
we care about _them. Conversely, when we forget what they tel
us, especially if it was important to them, we are unintentionall
displaying disregard. We should also train ourselves to notice thel

nonverbal cues. For instance, if you see that your friend is tired, as
him 1f everything is okay. But the concern we express cannot b
‘mercly superficial; we have to train ourselves to truly love othes
and become bona fide students of Aharon Hakohen.

"
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shape. The Sages explain that the wide opening at its bottom
teaches a lesson about sin. Although the world was in fact
created to be used to worship God, man has the free choice
tq disregard this purpose and, instead, to use it to worship
himself (i.e., to sin) by fulfilling his appetites wantonly and
satisfying his lust for glory. However, when man lives so, he
fills himself with spiritual impurities which make confact
with God impossible for him. If the world of n is a world of
'contact with the spiritual, then illicit use of the world dffyes
man out of it.
‘ The wide, unobstructed opening of the n is meant to
show how easy it is for man to leave his world. The world is
like a portico of three walls with the fourth side wide open

the bottom; man need only give in to his natural gravity and
he will be drawn down and out. ' '

N

If one has left the realm of God’s influence, how, when —
he regrets his evil, can he re-enter the world? He can do so
by removing the impurities which caused him to leave the
world in the first place: by repentance. But this does not
come easily, for he has to struggle against more than mere
gravity. The Sages tell us that “one sin brings on anather” —
that sin itself makes it easier to sin again. One must over-
come the qualitative change that the violation of God’s will,
has brought about in his nature. Sin increases the power of
Iust and material drives, making them dominant in his char-
acter. Sin mutes a person’s spiritual longings; whereas before:
his instincts drew him towards God and Torah, now he must./
struggle against his corrupted nature to reach.spitituality.
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ofore man sinned, the doorway to the world was wide
open. Now that.nan has Teft his world, when he turns back
he finds it blocked before him. Through misuse of his free
choice he has warped its pattern, the straight way back is
closed for him. How then will he re-enter the world?

MTO achieve repe?-mtar}ce, the individual must overcome

the inclinations now implanted within him which have caused
him to feel at ease with sin. He must raise himsélf up to an
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even higher level of attachment to holiness than he had
before he sinned in order to uproot these compromjsing
inclinations. To return to the world that was created withan,
e must rise from the outside to the narrow aperture near its

( roof and force his way through it. Returning throug the,
wide opening at the bottom “would not work."®
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It seems surprising that an entire sefer of the Torah consists of only
two pesukim, eighty-five letters. And it is true that two pesukim is too short
for a singlg sefer. But the sefer of Y032 17 has not yet been completed; it is
in middle of being written right now. The content of Y33 "1 is the story
of Jewish travels thrm.lghout galus and their spiritual accomplishments.”

“Whenever we carry the sefer Torah from the aron kodesh we recite
these pesukim because the letters in the sefer Torah correspond to

. Jewish souls (see Parashas Batnidbar). A sefer Torah traveling is Klal,
Visrael traveling. Just as Moshe recited these pesukim when Klal Yisrael
traveled in the Midbar, we recite it when the sefer Torah travels.
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